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Share The Spirit Newsletter 

 
We are part of God’s audacious plan for the world. Isn’t that amazing?  God is 

constantly calling us into relationship with him and we are given an opportunity 

to be a part of God’s good dream for our lives and the world. This is our voca-

tion as the baptized — it is what gives our own lives joy and meaning. So how 

do we participate in the bringing about of God’s kingdom in our lives? How do 

we help to bring the kingdom promises to others? 

 

We could begin with what we believe, I quess.  Although belief is a tricky idea 
because too often we think that it is something that happens from the ears up, 

some fact or idea that we assent to or agree with in our minds. But the word 

“Belief” comes from the word credo, which means to give your heart to. And 

credo is not just a statement of intellectual assent, it is a love song. So, I hope 

that we will sing this love song to ourselves, and to each other and to those we 

live and work with - and to the world. But how do we do this? 

 

Well, this may not be as hard as it sounds. The ancient church sang this love 

song simply by how they lived their lives, following God, worshipping God, and 

supporting their brothers and sisters in Christ. 

They did this as a community, by gathering often; to worship and know one an-

other and share life and the love of God. 

 

This is how the early church grew. By example and experience and invitation. 

So, I pray that all of us will experience God in new and life-giving ways. I pray 

that others will see God active in our lives and say, “How do I find this joy and 

peace too? How do I find more meaning and purpose in this world?” I pray that 

we will be ready to share the Good News of Jesus and invite them to come to 

church and experience this joy and peace for themselves. 

 

This church, (and by that, I mean all the people in this church, not the building 

itself) is our home place. We come here to be with God and one another. Sun-

day is our family reunion, and it is a feast, a celebration of God and our amazing 

life of faith. We need one another because we all have moments where our faith 

feels far away. We need each other’s encouragement and support and a place to 

talk to God and to share with other believers. This church is that place for us, 

that support for us.  

       Continued on pg. 2 

Greetings from Rev. Lisa Graves 
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Vestry Corner 

Congratulations to: Louise Wagner for being Senior Warden, and Grace O’Connor, Rita 

Lanorith, Anna Tews, and Rick Mellerup elected as the four new vestry members. Look for 

this page each month to see what the vestry has planned.                                                 

Attached is the first message from your new Senior Warden: 

 “I would like to express my excitement about being the new senior warden. I have four years 

experience on the vestry and I am very well aware that this will be quite different. Since my actual 

role begins in February, I’d just like to take this time to give you an idea of what my vision is for this 

vestry. Those of you who know me know that I am more about the spiritual side of the church than 

the business end. Thankfully, there are many on the vestry who are more interested in that. However, 

I will be involved in all aspects of the church. 

 I believe that the most important aspect of the church is bringing Jesus to the congregation 

and encouraging everyone to have a personal relationship with God. Being on the altar on Sunday, 

mentoring bible study, being a part of healing prayer both at Holy Spirit and St. Stephens, having a 

relationship with each of you are where I experience joy. For that reason, there will be many ways in 

the future where you will have the opportunity to become more involved in church. It is my fervent 

hope that you will participate and find your joy at Holy Spirit.”    

Louise 

Continued from page 1, Greetings from Rev. Lisa... 

This is where we experience God in the sacraments, where we pray for ourselves and the world, where we 

learn more about God’s word and our faith and where we ourselves and the world, where we learn more 

about God’s word and our faith and where we practice our priesthood by serving others and working to 

restore justice and peace in the world. 

 

We are fed by our faith. We are fed by our ever-deepening relationship with our God. We have family and 

friends and coworkers and neighbors who are hungry for what we know and what we experience in our 

faith. So we invite them to the feast, we invite them to come and see. 

 

As the followers of Jesus in this time and place, we know that it is Christ and his life, death and resurrection 

that gives us our lives more meaning, more purpose, more expectations and yes, more joy. And so, I pray 

that an invitation, to come and see  - come and worship and learn about God  - will be ready on our lips. I 

pray that those who long to know God find us and feel the deep love and acceptance of the God who 

makes all things new. I pray that we will feel that love as well, that we will be blessed with a deeper love of 
God, deeper knowledge of our faith and deeper commitment to serving one another and all of God’s      

beloved in God’s name. 

Rev. Lisa 
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Holy Spirit Happenings 

 

 Yes, it takes a village and not only do you have a village, you 

have two priests and a wonderful congregation all with different talents that are willing to 

make Church of the Holy Spirit great.  On Sunday, January 15, 2023, a new vestry has been 

elected:  

 Louise Wagner has moved from vestry to be Senior Warden; 

 Grace O’Connor, Rita Lanorith, Anna Tews, and Rick Mellerup are new vestry   

 members; 

 The clerk of the vestry is to be determined; 

 Continuing on the vestry are: Dennis Laffey, Lynn Robbins, Barbara Bermel, and 

 our Junior Warden, Chris Bobinski.  

    Congratulations to all.  Thank you to the 2022 vestry! 

    Vestry meetings will be held on the first Tuesday of the month at 6pm in the parish hall. 

 

 We have a new Bishop in the Diocese of New Jersey!   We welcome the                 

Rev. Canon Dr. Sally French as our 13th Bishop Elect of New Jersey. She will be conse-

crated and     installed as the Bishop of NJ on June 24, 2023.  Raised in Canada, Rev. 

French received her Bachelor of Arts from Trinity College, at the University of Toronto, 

Canada; Master of    Divinity from the Toronto School of Theology and Doctor of Ministry 

from Virginia   Theological Seminary.  She currently serves as a Canon in the Diocese of 

North Carolina .  Upon receiving the vote for Bishop, Rev. Canon Dr. Sally French said the 

following:  “I look forward to serving with love.” 

 Gentlemen, you are welcome to attend the new Men’s Group.  The primary focus is to 

promote fellowship in a casual atmosphere for men. Projects discussed at the first meeting 

was to support within our parish or local community with prayer and Bible study.  The 

next meeting will be on February 9th at 9:00am. Enjoy! 

 The new vestry for 2023 will meet on Tuesday, February 7th at 6pm in the Parish Hall. 

 Ashes to go will be available in our circle driveway at 7am and 12:00 Noon on Ash Wed. 

Imposition of ashes will take place at 7pm in the church. 

 Walk of Holiness Church, a Spanish-speaking church will begin renting space from Holy 

Spirit on Sundays from 12:30-4:00pm starting February 5th and on Monday nights from   

7-10pm in March.  Welcome and Bienvenido! 

 A planning meeting for the fundraiser Gift Card Bingo will  be held on Feb. 15th at 3pm. 

 Just a reminder that February 14th is Valentine’s Day.  Love one another! 
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HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY  2023  

 

February 16  Penny Hughes 

February 18  Marlene Johnson 

February 24  Ray Haddock 

February 28  Louise Wagner 

 

A Birthday Prayer: 

 May God bless you with His boundless love, calming peace, and Heavenly joy  

 throughout the coming year.  Wishing you a wonderful birthday filled with 

 abundant blessings. 

 

A new year is like a blank book, it has 12 chapters and 365 pages. You are the author, may you 

write the most beautiful story possible for yourself.  

Happy New Year on your Birthday! 

 

 

Speaking of Birthdays, Look who is 91 years young! 

Our Evie Brown has been a faithful Christian in the 

church. Her Grandparents started St. Stephen’s Church 

in Waretown after her aunt donated the land. So Evie 

has a long time personal connection between St. 

Stephen’s and Holy Spirit.  As the congregations grew, 

Evie attended both churches. Holy Spirit moved from 

Tuckerton, to Parkertown, back to Tuckerton at several 

locations. Church of the Holy Spirit started in a home as 

a mission church and Evie and her family has been a   

pillar of the church since.  

God Bless Evie, may she have many years! 
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LENT BEGINS ON FEBRUARY 22nd,  ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

*This year, the Lenten Soup Supper will be held on March 2, 9, 16, and 23rd . We need folks 

to make soups and salads, bring rolls and beverages for the four sessions.  A sign up sheet will 

be in the parish hall or contact the office.  Following the supper, the movie series called “The 

Chosen” will be shown. This series is based of the Gospels of Jesus Christ and his life and a 

unique take on the real people that encountered Jesus and their stories. Following the      

episode, conversations will take place. This series is highly recommended, we hope you will 

share this time with us. 

 

Since the fourth century of the church, the season of Lent has been celebrated for the forty 

days beginning on Ash Wednesday and climaxing during Holy Week :  Maundy Thursday with 

washing of the feet and praying in “the garden”, Good Friday (April 7) with walking the     

stations of the cross to explain the final hours of Jesus’ crucifixion. (Walking the steps of   

Jesus during this period makes on feel his pain and gives one a different perspective on what 

we can learn from participating in the Lenten Season. ) Holy Week concludes with Holy    

Saturday, April 8th (vigil at St. Stephens) and celebrating Easter on April 9th. The number 40 is 

connected with many biblical events, but especially with the 40 days that Jesus spent in the 

wilderness facing temptations and preparing for what was to come. Today, we use this period 

of time for introspection, self examination and repentance. Lent is a time for fasting,        

penitential prayer, self denial and by reading and mediating on God’s Holy Word.  We are to 

remember that God made us from dust of the earth and to dust we shall return. 

The three days before the beginning of Lent is known as Carnival or Mardi Gras, a period of 

celebration, originally a festival before the fasting begins. The Tuesday before is known as 

Shrove Tuesday or Fat Tuesday and at times, celebrated with a pancake meal.  

Lent begins on Wednesday Feb. 22nd and is marked by 

the imposition of ashes as a symbol of penitence and 

fasting in preparation for Easter.  Lent continues 

through the month of March and into April to Holy 

Week.  The color used in the sanctuary is purple, or 

blue symbolizing both the pain and suffering by the  

crucifixion of Jesus. The Episcopal Church avoids the 

use of any flowers on the altar during Lent.                              

Alleluia is not spoken until Easter. Bible study is 

held followed by a simple meal of soup and bread.  

Join our Christian Journey! 
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MUSICAL NOTES:        

  

The Magnificat and Song of Hannah 

 

Two Women, Two Stories, Two Songs… 

I find this interesting as we rarely hear about Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ and less about 

Hannah.  They both have a story, they both have a hymn or Psalm based on their stories. 

The similarities between the stories of two women as recorded in the books of 1 Samuel 

and Luke, the women themselves and the way they responded. The roles of both Hannah and 

Mary in Scripture are limited to their motherhood.   

 The Song of Hannah is a poem regarding the text of the Book of 1 Samuel 2:1-10. It 

was her prayer to thank God for the birth of her son, Samuel. It is similar to Psalm 113 and 

the Magnificat.  Hannah prayed and said “My heart rejoices in the Lord. My horn is exalted in 

the Lord. My mouth speaks boldly.” Hannah sang this prayer of praise and thanksgiving when 

she gave her only son, Samuel, to the tabernacle to serve the Lord.  The Song of Hannah is        

another of the “lesser” Old Testament canticles. 

 The song of praise, is also known as “The Song of Mary” or the Magnificat.  It is what 

Mary proclaimed to Elizabeth when she was pregnant with Jesus and Elizabeth was pregnant 

with John the Baptist.(“My soul magnifies the Lord”). Both songs (Hannah’s and Mary’s) em-

phasize God’s holiness and power, and is similar in it’s meaning. 

 The hymn text “Tell out, my soul , the greatness of the Lord!” is based on the Song of 

Mary.  The Magnificat is a canticle and is found in the 1982 Hymnal on pg. S 242 & S 243, Can-

ticle 15 ; S185 –S 189, Canticle 3; 

 “The Almighty has done great things for me and Holy is His Name.  My soul doth    

magnify the Lord. My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.”                                       

The Magnificat is the traditional canticle of vespers.               

                          E. Paul
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The January Community Dinner became Italian Night with spaghetti and music hosted by 

Patty and her daughter, Riley Rose.  Jim Heller said it was a transformation of the undercroft 

from worship in the morning to an Italian Bistro by night by Sharon and her team.  

Ann Tews writes: 

“Viva L-Italia! The theme for the community dinner on Wednesday, January 25th was set in all red, 

green and white thanks to Sharon Bowles and her crew. Dinner was right out of your favorite Italian 

restaurant complete with salad, Italian bread and butter, bread sticks, hug meatballs in sauce over 

penne pasta. Topped off with Neapolitan ice cream for dessert. 

The “guess how much pasta was in the jar” was won by a very happy man. Riley Rose counted all 

that pasta! 

Chefs for the evening were Patty Martin, Riley Rose, Jim Wack and their crew in the kitchen plus over 

5 servers. Donna, from the Tuckerton Library, brought books for the taking. We stocked up on books 

for our children’s corner. 

I understand that Riley Rose distributed community dinner fliers all around town! Great job Riley 

Rose as there were over 55 people in attendance. Even the cold pouring rain didn’t keep our gour-

mands away from having dinner with us. 

Mark your calendar for the February community dinner and enjoy the traditional Fat Tuesday dinner 

to start Lent.” 

Thanks to Anna Tews and Jim & Cathy Heller for their contributions to this page! 

 

Community Dinner   



POST SCRIPTS:      

SUNDAY  EUCHARIST:                9:30 am 

Wednesday Holy Eucharist:                                                        

and Healing Service                      10:30am Undercroft 

Men’s Meeting  (2nd Thursday month)  9:00am 

Community Dinner  Feb. 21st              6:00pm  Undercroft 

ECW Meeting March 18th                  10:00am   Parish Hall 

Lent begins (Ash Wed.) Feb. 22nd 

Lenten Soup Suppers  March 2,.9,16,23  6-8pm, 

(followed by Season 1 of  The Chosen) 

 We’re on the Web! 

www.holyspirittuckerton.org 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

220 E MAIN STREET 

TUCKERTON, NJ 08087 

609-296-9618 

holyspiritepiscopal@verizon.net 

Rev. Lisa Graves 

Rev. Dr. Chip Graves 

Rev. Dr. Walter Hartt 

   Louise Wagner,    Senior Warden 

Christine Bobinski, Junior Warden 

   Barbara Bermel           Vestry 

   Lynn Robbins           Vestry 

   Anna Tews               Vestry  

   Grace O’Connor              Vestry 

   Rita Lanorith                    Vestry 

   Rick Mellerup                   Vestry 

   Dennis Laffey                   Vestry 

   Clerk to be determined  

   Kathy Haines              Treasurer                                              

  Patty Martin, Office Administrator 

  Jim DeSalva                       Pianist 

  Elaine Paul                Newsletter 

Come and Worship!  Love is Patient, Love is Kind 

      Do everything in Love 

 

 

 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day  

Everyday 


