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Share The Spirit Newsletter 

Lent is Here! 

 

I like March. March means we’re going in the right direction. March means 

slightly warmer weather with better weather to come. March means the NCAA 

basketball tournament is here. And March means Lent is here and eventually 

leading us to Easter. Lent is a good thing, despite the lack of alleluias and      

celebration, Lent is a good thing. Our parish will celebrate Lent and weekly 

Lenten Suppers and “The Chosen”, an internationally acclaimed movie about 

Jesus. We think you’ll love it! 

 

Our recent Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper was awesome thanks to Jim Wack 

and several others from our Men’s Group (and friends). After Shrove Tuesday 

we jumped into Ash Wednesday with Ashes on foreheads (Ashes to go) with 

Rev. Lisa, Dan and Penny dispensing ashes to those passing by. Lent has indeed 

begun with deep prayer and a reverent contemplation of things to come. Lent, 

like Advent, is a time to reflect and contemplate, a time for patience and waiting, 

a time to quietly celebrate the grace of God and our beloved church. 

 

Holy Spirit has much to celebrate. We are alive and well! Don’t take my word 

for it. Let’s take a deeper look. Our Sunday attendance has doubled in the last 
year (thank you Bright, Vivian, and girls). Our fundraisers have been amazing and 

are expanding into exciting new adventures (Bingo games, Blueberry Festival and 

more). 

 

Furthermore, our new Men’s Group has begun to include the Jim’s, Dennis, 

Rick, Bright, and Art; and hoping even more will join! We also have a new    

sexton (Dave Johnson) to maintain the interior of our building. There are also 

several new building and grounds projects underway (HVAC, back stairs, and 

parking lot), and we have a new tenant paying thousands of dollars this year to 

use our space. Many great things are going on at our church! 

 

In summary, Lent is a great time to contemplate our gratitude for God’s grace,   

cherishing those things he provides us every day, as disciples of Christ and as a 

community of Christ. We have so much to be thankful for. 

 

May you have a blessed Season of Lent.   Amen. 

Greetings from Rev. Dr. Chip Graves 
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Lent continues through the entire month of March.  Saint 

Patrick’s Day falls on the 17th,  so what do we do if we 

want to celebrate during Lent?  If your heritage is Irish, then attend parades, celebrate, & 

wear green . I used to think everyone was Irish on St Patrick’s Day but now I am too old to 

party like the Irish and I am not even Irish! But did you know that Patrick was born in      

England around the year 385.  According to the autobiographical writings of Patrick, he was 

captured in England by Irish pirates at the age of 16. He lived in Ireland for six years before 

escaping and returning to his family.  After becoming a cleric, he returned to northern and 

western Ireland where he served as a bishop and converted many to Christianity.  He is   

venerated in the Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican and Lutheran religions. The patron 

saint of Ireland is Saint Patrick. 

 This year the ECW has decided to make the Food 

Pantry in Tuckerton their mission.  For Valentine’s Day, many 

gift bags were put together for children. 

The Food Pantry is open on Tuesday, Thursday and             

Saturday mornings. Items currently needed are: kids cereals, 

toiletries, and laundry detergent pods.  

Thank you all who gave to this wonderful purpose. The next 

ECW meeting will be March 25th at 10am in the parish hall.  

  The Men’s Group continues to meet on the 2nd Thursdays of the month.  Gentlemen, 

come for fellowship and much more! 

  The Lenten Soup Suppers will begin on March 3rd from 6-8pm and continue on the 

next three Thursdays. If you are able, please bring a soup or bread. You will find a sign up 

sheet in the parish hall. Following the supper, we will watch the movie “The Chosen”. This is a 

unique take on the people and their stories of the gospels of Jesus’ life.  Come and join us. 

 The community dinner is always on the last Wednesday of the month at 6pm however, 

since Shrove Tuesday falls on the day before Lent begins, the pancake supper took place. 

Looks like a fun time was had by all.  

Holy Spirit Happenings 
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 Your 2023 Vestry Corner  from Louise Wagner, Senior Warden 

The first meeting of the new vestry took place on February 7, 2023. The goals for Holy Spirit 

this year are: to expand worship, expand music, grow shepherding and mission. More to come 

on all these subjects. 

The new plans for the stair project has begun and the back door near the altar and the 

kitchen will be closed for the next few months. Upon entering the church, or the parish hall, 

please use the handicap ramp. Upon entering the kitchen, undercroft or office, please use the 

glass doors near the Right Stop convenience store. This is a plan that is long in coming and 

will be wonderful when finished.  

 
 The vestry is the legal representative of the parish with regard to all matters pertaining to it’s    

corporate property. The senior warden is a support person for the rectors. The junior warden has   

responsibility for church property and building.  The vestry articulates the mission of the 

     congregation to support the church’s mission by word and deed, to manage resources and                     

 to insure effective organization and planning.  Thank you vestry of 2023. 

Condolences:  

Please pray for Anne Tyler Pierce Maczierski and her family. 

 
Anne Magierski as we knew her, died on February 3, 2023.  At the age of 98,  

Anne planned and wrote her funeral service that was held at Christ Church 

in Riverton, NJ.  Anne was  married to Hank Magierski in 1991, lived in    

Mystic Island, Little Egg Harbor and was very active in Church of the Holy 

Spirit in Tuckerton for many years.  Anne was president and webmaster of 

the Genealogy Club of Little Egg Harbor and she accomplished many        

degrees in her lifetime and worked in a man’s world.  Anne lived her remain-

ing years at the Riverview Estates Rehab and Senior Living Home where she 

enjoyed reading the Bible, playing scrabble, writing, working on the com-

puter and watching the boats on the river. She was a devout Christian who touched many 

lives in many ways.       

If desired, donations are requested to be sent to National Multiple Sclerosis Society,       

Lyme Disease Assoc, or Church of the Holy Spirit, Tuckerton. 

May Anne’s soul and all the departed faithful souls rest in peace. 
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Altar Guild Notes 

Welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome the newest member of our altar guild. Bright Obeng who is working side by 

side with Nancy Lisy for training on “set up”.  Bright and his wife Vivian and their children 

Mabel, Stephanie, Janet and little Anothen are originally from Bibiani in Ghana.  

Bright is a graduate of Perdue University in Indiana, has served in the U.S. military and is now 

with the Army Reserves out of Fort Totten in New York.  Bright is a student at the New York 

Theological Seminary studying for the priesthood.  

We are so happy to have them with us. 

 

Just a reminder that Palm Sunday, is the last day to submit your requests for the memorials 

and thanksgivings. Please put your requests in an envelope with your name and the names to 

be remembered noting either a memorial or thanksgiving along with your donation and place 

in the offertory plate on Sunday, drop off at the office, or mail to the church using             

PO Box 174, Tuckerton. 

Welcome Spring! 

March 12, 2023 begins Daylight Saving Time on Sunday morning at 2am.  “Spring Forward”  

I love all the signs that show us Spring is coming: 

     

    

Laughter is the sun that drives winter from the face.     Victor Hugo 



Page 5 April 2023  

Vol. 13 Issue 3 

 

  

HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY  2023  

 

 

March 4 Christine Weiss 

March 7 Ann Ehrhart 

March 7 Doreen Prinzo 

March 9 Arlene Bixby 

March 13 Barbara Bermel 

March 13 Deacon Rich Wisniewski 

March 14 Linda Johnson 

March 19 Bill Stephenson 

March 21 Grace O’Connor 

March 25 Heather Duym 

March 20 Peter Pharo 

 

 

 

 

A Birthday Prayer: 

  

May God  bless you with His boundless love, calming peace and 

heavenly joy throughout the coming year. 

I didn't get to thank the 2022 vestry in the February issue  

so hear goes:  

 

Jim Wack served as Senior Warden for 7 years and as a parting gift,  

Louise Wagner presented him with a photo of our church. 

 Jim Wack and Jim Heller served on the vestry during the 

 pandemic and lead our congregation through that difficult time.  

They were two very busy men working on behalf of Holy Spirit.  

It was because of these two men, the Rev. Canon Donald Muller  

and the vestry that many new opportunities presented itself for our church.   

Thank you Jim and Jim, the Discernment Committee and the 2022 vestry!  
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MUSICAL NOTES:                Music Director:  

Elaine Paul                     Jim DeSalva 

 

 

 

Telling Time in Musical Notes 

 

 

I love this one:  

1 beat 

2 beats 

3 beats 

   4 

beats 
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I recently received a presentation from a friend, a high school student, and 

it made me think of the  article I posted in the August 2021 newsletter on 

icons. Holy Spirit has icons placed around the church and many people do 

not understand that they are more than just paintings of Christ and saints.  

A high school student, Gaby Rubis, writes “The word “icon” is Greek, 

meaning “image” and is not a decoration or just work of art, it proclaims the doctrine of the          

Incarnation.  The artisans were highly skilled individuals who followed the Canons of the 

church when it came to the design. “Reading” an icon is the same as reading Holy Scripture. 

“An icon is the visual image of what is invisible, it is given to us that our understanding may be filled 

with its sweetness.” St. John Damascus, 675-749 AD. 

In 1054 AD, the Church split into East and West (Orthodox and Catholic) known as the 

Great Schism. The East was largely sheltered from the advancements of The Renaissance.  

Iconography continued to develop in the East where the West developed realistic painting 

and statues.” 

There are many ways to pray with an icon. Graze at the image, lovingly, notice the details,  

saying a prayer with icons is one of the ancient spiritual disciplines of Christianity: silently and 

reverently. Icons are venerated in the same way Episcopalians bow to the cross as it passes in 

a procession. Worship is paid to God alone. Meditate, allow your eyes to move around the 

surface and notice the details. Trace your finger in the air over the icon moving in a circular 

motion as if following a labyrinth and then reversing the motion. When your mind is com-

pletely silent, allow the icon to look back at you, rest and listen. Finish with a prayer of 

thanksgiving to God.  

In Eastern Orthodoxy one feels an icon is the Gospel in paint, and the Gospel is written, so 

they say “one writes an icon.”  In English, we can see that the icons are painted; we write a 

letter but we paint a picture.  However, we are all Christians and to see and study an icon, 

we need to see each brushstroke as a form of meditation or prayer.  Today, the use of icons 

in the western churches includes the Episcopal Church. 

These holy images have been faithfully and prayerfully reproduced since the fifth century. 

Christian Tradition believes that St. Luke was the first iconographer having painted an icon of 

Mary, the Mother of God. Icons are not simply artworks, icons are a sacred image used in  

religious devotion.    

In our church the oldest icon is known as Our lady of Kazan or Mother of God, a highly  

venerated Russian Icon, given to Holy Spirit by Father Hartt.  Fr.  Walsted, was a leading icon 

writer and Episcopal priest who dated this icon from the 17th century, some 400 years old. 

Father Hartt wrote “ May Holy Spirit’s parishioners add their prayers and shelter in the   

protection of it’s witness to Jesus and his Holy Mother, Mary”                                     EP 

Iconography in the Christian Church  



POST SCRIPTS:      

SUNDAY  EUCHARIST:              9:30 am 

Wednesday Holy Eucharist:    

And Healing Service                     10:30am 

Vestry Meeting (March 4)   6pm 

Men’s Group (2nd Thurs of each month)  

ECW Meeting (March 25)             10am 

Lenten Soup Suppers (Mar. 2,9,16,&23) 6-8pm 

Community Dinner (Last Wed. month) 6pm 

 We’re on the Web! 

www.holyspirittuckerton.org 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

220 E MAIN STREET 

TUCKERTON, NJ 08087 

609-296-9618 

holyspiritepiscopal@verizon.net 

Rev. Lisa Graves 

Rev. Dr. Chip Graves 

Rev. Dr. Walter Hartt 

Louise Wagner     Senior Warden 

Christine Bobinski, Junior Warden 

   Barbara Bermel,           Vestry 

   Lynn Robbins,           Vestry 

   Anna Tews              Vestry 

   Grace O’Connor              Vestry 

   Rita Lanorith           Vestry 

   Dennis Laffey,           Vestry 

   Rick Mellerup                   Vestry 

                                           Clerk   

   Kathy Haines               Treasurer 

  Patty Martin, Office Administrator 

  Jim DeSalva           Music Director 

  Elaine Paul,                 Newsletter 

ASHES    

TO GO 

 

 

Thanks to 

Rev. Lisa 

and 

Dan  

Schneider 

 

 

 


