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Greetings from Rev. Lisa Graves
In the church we talk about discernment, which is really a fancy term for
struggling to comprehend, understand and take action about something. For
those of us called to ordination, that is discernment of vocation.
My discernment took a while. I was a young wife and mother to Isabelle,
a toddler when I began to feel restless. I felt pulled toward something and I
could not discern what that something was.
Like the prophet Elijah who searches for God inall the wrong place, I
tried everything I could think of. I began to be very involved in every aspect of
our little Episcopal church. We began to look for ways to get involved in every
aspect of our little Episcopal church. We began to look for ways to get involved
in mission, outreach, good works. As time went on, I felt fulfilled in these things,
but still restless.
At the same time, my wonderful mother, my role model, mentor and
best friend was dying. I felt very connected to the Holy Spirit as I spent those
last months with her, it was privilege to be with her when she died. The hospice
staff and chaplain were so special, so essential to this experience that I remember thinking that someday I would do for others what they had done for me.
But ordination was still something I had never considered - perhaps because I
was a former Roman Catholic, and for one reason or another I had never attended, or seen, a female priest.
A year to the day of my mother’s death, my youngest daughter Katarina
was born, when Isabelle was 3. That fall I took a job working as the Christian
Outreach Director at the local YMCA, still restless to discover what this
relentless feeling of being called to something was all about. That year I was a
delegate to our Diocesan Convention. I saw women in collars for the first time
and felt the call of God so strongly I was almost knocked to my knees. I went
to the pay phones (yes it was that long ago!) during a break and called Chip. “I
figured it out,” I said to him. “I think I’m called to ordination.” We were
flabbergasted, but excited.
The rest is history, as they say. I underwent parish discernment, psychological testing, commission on ministry interviews and was told that my original
desire to be a deacon was in fact a call to the priesthood - I said yes, yes to
whatever it is that God is calling me to be. A year later Chip began his own discernment, and we moved our little family to seminary.
Everyone has times of discernment, and many of us are called to
vocations of helping, serving, teaching, caring. Some of us are called to ministry,
either lay or ordained. I’d love to hear what you are discerning right now. Discernment led us to make the best decision we’ve ever made. I am grateful it led
us to all of you.
Lisa+
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Share The Spirit Happenings


In July we were privileged to witness the Baptism of Freyja Cristiona Rosell. Father Chip
officiated and little Athena helped Fr. Chip pour the water to be blessed for the Baptism.
What a beautiful day!



On Sunday, July 17th the vestry posed the problem of no air conditioning in the church to
the congregation.Yes, it was very warm in church even with the many fans. The vestry is
looking for your comments and feelings on replacing the one unit in the nave for
$100.000.00. After much research on this the vestry is looking into different ways remedy
this problem. This is a trying time but as always, we will come through this difficulty.
Please pray and share your thoughts.
The first community dinner was held since before the pandemic hit. Thanks to Jim Wack
and the vestry, a delicious dinner was served, even with the Covid numbers high. It was
the right thing to do for those who need a hot meal and fellowship.
The Church Picnic and welcome Back Sunday is scheduled for September 11th at the Bass
River State Park in the Pavilion. We will have Holy Eucharist followed by a smorgasbord
lunch with fun activities including a photo booth. Rev. Lisa and Rev. Chip will also have
t-shirts for the occasion: “I Love My Church”.
Rev. Lisa also has fun activities planned through 2023 including the 75th anniversary of
Holy Spirit that is planned for November 18 and 19th. Don’t miss the fun!
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MORE HAPPENINGS and a Letter from Lisa and Chip








We are gathering school supplies again this year for the Tuckerton Elementary 3rd grade. We
thank you for your support, all supplies are due by Aug. 19th. Please see items needed in the Parish Hall.
Rev. Chip reports that he has been getting a lot of feed back as he has been calling members
each week. Rev. Chip has been invited to speak at the Rotary Club in Tuckerton. Wonderful!
After 2 years of playing music and singing alone for our church services during the “Pandemic”
and finally working with our choir with and without masks, Matt Holmberg is leaving us! His humor and talent will be missed. Matt’s last day will be August 14th!
Do you like to golf? Put this date on your calendar: October 10, 2022. This is for the Bishop
George E. Councell Memorial Golf Outing.This golf outing is played every year in memory of
Bishop Councell for the Cathedral’s ministry and fellowship among member churches of the NJ
Diocese. More info coming next month.

A Message from Rev. Lisa and Rev. Chip…
Hello Church Family!
The Holy Spirit is certainly active in our church this summer — I hope you feel it as we do,
moving about and leading us forward into worship, project and mission that will sustain and
delight us!
Just a few things to note:
We will be having the community dinner on Wednesday July 27th. Let the church office know
if you can help, and please plan on coming to sit with and support those we feed and serve!
We will be having a picnic at 11am on September 11th, this will be our “welcome back Sunday” and a good event to bring your friends, grandkids, neighbors to.
We are moving back to our pew this Sunday, and we’ll fill you in on what’s happening with the
air conditioning.


A few words of thanks:
 Thanks to Elaine Paul for another great newsletter







Thanks to Lynn Robbins for sharing welcome/newcomer ideas
Thanks to Jamie Smith for outreach initiatives
Thanks to Chris Bobinski for all her hard work on the AC
Thanks to Louise Wagner for sharing Rosie with us (her new puppy)
Thanks to Barbara Bermel for being our contact with the elementary school kids
Thanks to Matthew and the choir for keeping us singing this summer

May God bless you and your loved ones this day and always!
Lisa and Chip
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Condolences:

Jesse Peterson,
a long time parishioner, choir member and all around great friend of Church of the Holy
Spirit, died on July 12, 2022.
Jesse was Mr. Fixit and fixed many things in our church
without being asked. He added book holders on some of
the pews, added ways to keep the music room organized
and fixed wiring for us many times in different areas of
the church. Jesse was always ready for a good time and
jumped out of airplanes on several occasions. Jesse will
be missed.
Please pray for his long time partner, Joan McQueeney,
and his family. May his soul and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

Ask Rev. Lisa about this!...
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Altar Guild History by Anna Tews
Notes from the Altar Guild: “At the sound of the bell”
That little phrase has so many meanings for each
of us whether it be steeple bells, carillons or
altar bells.
The use of bells in churches dates back to 400
AD when the Italian Bishop, Paulinus of Nola,
introduced bells as part of the church service. By
the early middle ages church bells were common
in Europe.
The primary purpose of ringing church bells in
modern times is to signify the time for worshipers to gather in the church for services and
prayer.
Our former parish, Church of the Holy Cross in
North Plainfield, a carpenter gothic design, has a
steeple with a “church bell”. The bell was rung
before each service and many a lucky child was
asked to pull on the rope to ring the bell. The
smaller children would be delighted when their
feet left the floor. “At the sound of the bell” a call to prayer.
At St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Waxahachie, Texas where we go to church when we visit
our son and his family, there is a large wide hanging of different sizes of brass bells on the
Gospel side of the church. As communicants return from the altar rail they would run their
fingers along the bells. “ At the sound of the bell” a call to prayer.
At our church we have a carillon that plays beautiful hymns prior to the service and sometimes at noon. “At the sound of the bell” a call to prayer.
In the sacristy when I was doing some inventory, I found brass “altar bells”. To hear them
please join our priests, Lisa and Chip, and your fellow parishioners on Wednesdays at
10:30am for communion and healing service that begins “At the sound of the bell”.
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HAPPY AUGUST BIRTHDAY
August 2
August 2

Chris Weiss
Donna Taylor

August 16
August 21

Jacqueline Geeson
Betsy Luscz

August 27
August 31

Montgomery Glock
Bill Bixby

If we have missed your birthday, please let us know so that people can wish you a happy one.
Please call Patty in the office at 609-296-9618 or email Elaine at epaul900@comcast.net
May the Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make his face shine upon you, and be gracious unto you;
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

Music Notes
Elaine Paul
AUGUST 14, 2022
Matt Holmberg has been with us throughout the pandemic. When we only had facebook
to follow church services, he played the piano and sang our hymns. Matt is a Middle School
Band Teacher and is now going to lead the Salvation Army Church Band for their Sunday
services. Matt was raised in the Salvation Army Church and wants to return.
Please wish him well, he will be missed.
Music is such a significant part of our service, so if you know of anyone who is interested in
filling this position at Holy Spirit, please call Rev. Lisa or Patty in the office.

Dorita Mortensen has moved to be near her family in Pennsylvania. She wishes to say hello
to everyone and that she misses us. Say “Hi” to Dorita. Her new address is:
1275 Keller Rd.
Wind Gap, PA 18091
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
220 E MAIN STREET
TUCKERTON, NJ 08087
609-296-9618
holyspiritepiscopal@verizon.net
Rev. Lisa Graves
Rev. Dr. Chip Graves
Rev. Dr. Walter Hartt
James Wack, Senior Warden
Christine Bobinski, Junior Warden
Barbara Bermel,

Vestry

Lynn Robbins,

Vestry

Louise Wagner,

Vestry

Jim Heller,

Vestry

Dennis Laffey,

Vestry

Kathy Haines

Elaine Paul,

9:30 am

Wednesday Holy Eucharist:

10:30 am

August 19

Card and Game Day

12:00 Noon

Sept.

Church Picnic

11:00am

11

Nov. 18 & 19

75th Anniversary Celebration

Community Dinners Last Wed. of each month 6:00pm
Choir rehearsal

Aug. 3, Aug. 10

6:00pm

Treasurer

Patty Martin, Office Administrator
Matt Holmberg,

SUNDAY HOLY EUCHARIST:

Choir Director

We’re on the Web!
www.holyspirittuckerton.org

Newsletter

POST SCRIPTS:

GOODBYE FOR NOW
Tom and I have been with Church of
the Holy Spirit for twenty one years and now
it is time to start a new chapter in our lives.
We are not sure where we will live but we
will miss all of you and our time at Holy Spirit.
We will take with us many memories and
keep everyone in our hearts.
I plan to continue with the newsletter
so please keep in touch with anything you
would like to see in this publication.
Elaine Paul
epaul900@comcast.net

